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At these moments, America has
carried on not simply because of
the skill or vision of those in high
office, but because We the People
have remained faithful to the
ideals of our forbearers, and true
to our founding documents.
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Today 1 say to you that the
challenges we face are real. They
are serious and they are many.
They will not be met easily or in a

short span of time. But know this,

America - they will be met.
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To the Muslim world, we seek a
new way forward, based on mutual
interest and mutual respect. To
those leaders around the globe
who seek to sow conflict, or blame
their society's i1lls on the West -
know that your people will judge
you on what you can build, not
what you destroy.
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What is required of us now is a
new era of responsibility - a
recognition, on the part of every
American, that we have duties to
and the

ourselves, our nation,

world, duties that we do not
grudgingly accept but rather seize
gladly, firm in the knowledge that

there i1s nothing so satisfying to



the spirit, so defining of our
character, than giving our all to a
difficult task.
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This is the meaning of our liberty
and our creed why men and
women and children of every race
and every faith can join 1in
celebration across this
magnificent mall, and why a man
whose father less than sixty years
ago might not have been served at
a local restaurant can now stand
before you to take a most sacred
oath.
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